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Central Vermont Humane Society’s Change in
Leadership

New Co-Executive Director Announced

EAST MONTPELIER, VT: After over nine years in a leadership role at Central Vermont
Humane Society, the current Co-Executive Director of Development and Finance, Laurie
Garrison, has announced her plans to retire in June. Before her time at CVHS, Garrison
served at Executive Director of Monmouth County SPCA in Eatontown, New Jersey and
Senior Director of Applied Research for the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (ASPCA) in New York City. Garrison also served on the Board of the Vermont
Humane Federation in addition to her work at CVHS.

“Retiring is certainly bittersweet,” Garrison said. “I am looking forward to what comes next,
but it is so hard to leave such a remarkable place. Thankfully, I know that CVHS is in very
good hands.”
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Development Manager Sara Schrum will succeed Garrison as the Co-Executive Director of
Development and Finance, joining the Leadership team of Co-Executive Director of
Programs and Operations Erika Holm and Co-Executive Director of Adoption Center and
Animal Care Jen Delaney.

“Laurie started as the Executive Director at CVHS. She was responsible for the entire
workings of the shelter. When Laurie expressed several years ago that she wanted to focus
primarily on the financial aspects of our shelter, we switched to a Co-Executive Director
model with a three-person team,” Delaney said. “Making this switch laid the groundwork for
Sara’s smooth transition into the role as our new Co-Executive Director of Development and
Finance.”

“Our expenses remain close to what they were when Laurie started over nine years ago.
Given the pandemic and current economic conditions, that is a remarkable achievement,”
Holm said. “Our mortgage is paid off, we secured grants to install insulated guillotine doors
in our Dog Wing, and we are able to plan for the future renovation of the kennels in Dog
Wing. This wouldn’t have been possible without Laurie.”

“While we will all miss working with Laurie, it is truly an honor to step into this role,” said
Schrum. “I am looking forward to my time as the Co-Executive Director of Development and
Finance and the opportunity to build upon Laurie’s hard work.”

This year’s Walk for Animals event on Saturday, June 6™ at the State House Lawn will be
the last time the community at large can show their thanks for Garrison.

“We want to make Laurie’s last Walk for Animals with us the best one yet,” continued
Schrum. “Make sure to stop by, wish her well and enjoy the event!”
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About Central Vermont Humane Society

CVHS is an independent, non-profit, 501(c)3 charitable organization with no state or federal
funding. We are not affiliated with the Humane Society of the United States or the ASPCA.
We are entirely supported by individual donors, local business, fundraising events, grants,
and small fees for some services. CVHS shelters and adopts domestic dogs, cats, and small
furry animals such as rabbits and guinea pigs. We offer dog training classes and education to
animal guardians. CVHS also works to prevent and address animal cruelty and neglect, and
supports legislative efforts to protect animals in Vermont.



